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COASTING
PORTLAND, AUCKLAND, 
NYC

Now based in Portland as well as touring the world with the Vivian Girls, 
Coasting drummer and Kiwi ex-pat Fiona Campbell and her Memphis-
based band mate Madison Farmer have somehow managed to find 
time to release their debut album, You’re Never Going Back. 
by Sarah Illingworth

It might seem ironic that noise punk duo 
Coasting went bi-coastal right before the release 
of their debut album, but for Madison Farmer and 
Fiona Campbell the long distance relationship 
works just fine. Fei – ex-drummer for Auckland 
band The Coolies and current drummer for surf 
punk three-piece Vivian Girls – has just relocated 
from New York to Portland, taking her even 
further from her bandmate. Madison left the city 
earlier this year for Memphis, where she works 
for indie label Goner Records.

Despite the fact they spend more time apart 
than together, over the course of 2011 Coasting 
have issued a number of 7 inches, a Japan-only 
cassette tape and have just released their first 
full length album, You’re Never Going Back, on 
M’Lady Records. It’s a fitting title, as we reckon 
these ladies are going to tear it up going forward. 

Rip It Up caught up with them after a recent 
showcase for Tom Tom Magazine in Brooklyn, 
New York.

How did you guys meet?
Fiona: We met in New York, in Brooklyn. 
We were working a lot of DIY shows in the 
neighbourhood. Our friend Todd puts on a lot of 
shows, [he’s] a promoter in Brooklyn. We were 
working the door and the bar together at a lot of 
all-ages spaces.

Coasting toured New Zealand last summer 
right?
Fiona: Yeah, we got to tour for two weeks with 
The Sneaks, and got to play Camp a Low Hum, 
which is the best festival in the world. It was 
awesome.

Madison, what’d you think of New Zealand?
Madison: I loved it. It was great. Between Fiona 
and The Sneaks I had probably the coolest tour 
guides I think anyone could hope for. It seemed 
like I got the full experience, everything you’re 
supposed to do I got to see.

When you aren’t on the road you’re based in 
two different cities - Memphis [Madison] and 
Portland [Fiona]. How does that work for you 
as a band?
Fiona: We’re kind of going step by step and 
seeing how it works. This year I was busy with 
Vivian Girls and Madison was busy too, with 
Goner. Most of our shows were in New Zealand 
this year. When we had breaks we recorded 
together, and we played a few other shows. It 
seems to be working OK for us, and ‘cause we’re 
a two-piece it works really easily. Like [Madison] 
just flew up here to New York to play some shows, 
and it doesn’t cost much ‘cause it’s one flight, and 
you can borrow stuff ‘cause it’s one person. Really 
easy, we’re lucky.

How did you record the album?
Madison: We had a few songs that we had been 
playing out, and finished writing, and then I’d 

work on parts of new songs and send them to 
Fiona. Then I came [to New York] for a week and 
we practised and finished writing together. So 
that’s how we wrote everything, just sitting there 
on our instruments and tapping out stuff. It’s 
very organic and kind of instantaneous in that 
way. Then we went to Michigan, to this place 
called…
Fiona: Keyclub Recording. We were very, very 
lucky to record there. It was in the middle of 
nowhere…
Madison: Yeah, it’s just a very isolated small 
town on Lake Michigan, and we were there for six 
or seven days… so we just banged it out. I think it 
was a good way for us to do it.
Fiona: It’s a couple [Bill Skibby and Jessica 
Ruffins] that record you, and you actually live 
there, there’s dorms upstairs. The Kills go and 
live there for four months out of the year, and 
they actually write and record with them there. 
It’s in this huge warehouse that they fixed up, and 
they have the most amazing gear there, it’s all 
analogue… I was so in love with this place. 

Are you planning on touring the album?
Fiona: I think we’re going to try and do Europe 
next year sometime, we’re not really sure. The 
cool thing about Coasting is we don’t really feel 
like we have to have a plan, whereas I feel like 
for a lot of bands now there’s a lot of pressure 
to follow a certain path, or some set of rules. 
Sometimes I feel like it’s better to wait ‘til a good 
situation comes along though, or there’s time to 
plan a little bit. Quality over quantity, you know?

You’re Never Going Back Is Out Now on limited 
edition vinyl, CD or digital download.¬
coasting.bandcamp.com/
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“I loved it… 
Between Fiona 
and The Sneaks 
I had probably 
the coolest tour 
guides I think 
anyone could 
hope for.”
- Madison Farmer,  on 

her first visit to New 

Zealand.


